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About the project 
•  Part of the Data Curation Education Program for the 

Humanities (DCEP-H), funded by IMLS 

•  Goal: create online, collaborative educational resource 
guide to support the growing community of data 
curation practitioners in the digital humanities 

•  Staff: 1 PI, 3 managing co-editors, 2 programmers, 1 
project coordinator 

•  Began 2010, beta 2011, launched 2012 



Project requirements 

•  Articles written by experts on a range of 
DH data curation topics with lists of 
resources 

•  Articles richly encoded in XML 
•  Granular commenting system that invites 

community participation  
•  Shareable content to support community 

conversation 
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Design 



First interface 



Making the mock in InDesign 









Link 

http://guide.dhcuration.org/  



Usability testing 

•  Two informal on-site studies within GSLIS, 
6 participants each — during dev 

•  Formal A/B remote study with 8 
participants: 2 students, 6 practitioners, 2 
experts 
– Screencast via Google+ 
– 4-6 open questions, 6 tasks, ~40 min 
– Rating tasks = simple qual data 





Usability testing results 
•  Welcoming and inviting resource 
•  Quality academic information and 

collection of resources 
•  Navigation fixes worked 
•  JavaScript bugs  
•  Reluctance to comment 

– Little indication of user community à seed 
commenters 

•  Desire for downloadable PDF 



Publicity: conferences 

Represented project at 
– Chicago Colloquium on Digital Humanities 

and Computer Science in 2011 
–  iSchools 2012 in Toronto 
– JCDL 2012 in Washington, D.C. 
– Digital Humanities 2012 in Hamburg 



Publicity: Twitter 
@dhcuration 

–  Announce new articles, 
resources, stubs 

–  Participate in DH and DC 
community discussions, 
conference notes, news 

 
@DATACURATORHULK 

–  Humorous take on data 
curation 

–  Share news, battle 
@RepoReaper 



Next? 

•  4+ more articles on the way 
•  Currently drafting a paper for publication; 

will focus on design process for 
educational, collaborative resource 

•  The Guide will be a key part of the Digital 
Humanities Data Curation Institutes 
(recent NEH IATDH grant award) at 
Brown, UMD, and Illinois 

 



Thank you! 

Questions? 
 

http://guide.dhcuration.org/ 
@dhcuration 

 
Robin Camille Davis 

@robincamille 


