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a community resource guide to data curation in the humanities

Welcome

Data curation is an emerging problem for the humanities as both data and analytical practices become
increasingly digital. Research groups working with cultural content as well as libraries, museums,
archives, and other institutions are all in need of new expertise.

This guide is the first stop on your way to mastering the essentials of data curation for the humanities. It
offers concise, expert introductions to key topics plus annotated links to the most important standards,
documentation, articles, and projects in the field.

Intended to help students and those new to the field, the Community Resource Guide also provides a
quick reference for teachers, administrators, and anyone seeking an orientation in the issues and
practicalities of data curation.

As indicated by the name, the Community Resource Guide is intended to be a living, participatory
document. Readers are encouraged to review and comment on every part of this guide and to suggest
additional resources. Contributions from readers are incorporated at intervals to keep the Guide at the
cutting edge.

Browse, comment, contribute! The table of contents provides a road map to the Guide's current topics and
those to be added soon.
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Classics, “Digital Classics” and Issues for Data
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<introduction>
<para p@1">The field of classics encompasses a large number of related
disciplines such as archaeoclogy, epigraphy, manuscript studies, numismatics,
philoleogy and papyrology, each with their own unique set of research methods,
objects of study (including various types of artifacts, ancient monuments, ancient
documentary and literary texts, coins, inscriptions, papyri, etc.), and various ways
of sharing and preserving data. Classical studies is thus an inherently
interdisciplinary field that has also long made use of advanced digital technologies
(e.g. advanced imaging and document recognition for classical languages such as
Sumerian, Ancient Greek and Latin, the 3D reconstruction and visualization of
ancient monuments, and the use of <term glossary L#TEI">TEI-XML</term> to
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Melanie J Classics, “Digital CIaSSiCS”

Excellent wide range
of resources!

Thanks, ths heps. and Issues for Data Curation

Alison Babeu, Perseus Project, Tufts University
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numismatics, philology and papyrology, each with their own
unique set of research methods, objects of study (including

various types of artifacts, ancient monuments, ancient



Mr. Phileas Fogg lived, 1n 1872, at No. 7, Saville Row, Burlington Gardens, the house in which Shendan died in 1814. He was one of the
most noticeable members of the Reform Club, though he seemed always to avoid attracting attention; an enigmatical personage, about whom
little was known, except that he was a polished man of the world. People said that he resembled Byron—at least that his head was Byronic;
but he was a bearded, tranquil Byron, who might live on a thousand years without growing old.
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MR. PHILEAS FOGG LIVED, IN 1872, AT NO. 7, SAVILLE ROW,
BURLINGTON GARDENS, THE HOUSE IN WHICH SHERIDAN
DIED IN 1814. HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST NOTICEABLE
MEMBERS OF THE REFORM CLUB, THOUGH HE SEEMED
ALWAYS TO AVOID ATTRACTING ATTENTION; AN ENIGMATI-
CAL PERSONAGE, ABOUT WHOM LITTLE WAS KNOWN,

EXCEPT THAT HE WAS A POLISHED MAN OF THE WORLD.
PEOPLE SAID THAT HE RESEMBLED BYRON—AT LEAST THAT
HIS HEAD WAS BYRONIC; BUT HE WAS A BEARDED, TRAN-
QUIL BYRON, WHO MIGHT LIVE ON A THOUSAND YEARS
WITHOUT GROWING OLD.




XSLT

* eXtensible Stylesheet Language
Transformations

e List of rules to transform contents of an XML
document into...

— Another XML document
— PDF

— HTML

— Etc...
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An Introduction to Humanities
Data Curation

Julia Flanders, Brown University

Trevor Munoz, University of Maryland

At present, there are a number of competing terms used to
describe the activity of managing digital materials for research:
digital curation, digital stewardship, data curation, digital
archiving. There is overlap among these definitions or visions.
The variation that does exist is due to more than confusion or
carelessness. Each of these terms has significant connotations
and attempts to align the relatively new activity of caring for
digital materials with an older tradition, discipline, or profession.

The term and the idea of "curation" is experiencing a moment of
cultural cachet that simultaneously threatens to empty it of
meaning. Nonetheless, curation is a strong and suitably-
encompassing term for the practices we want to describe. When
we speak of "curation", what set of activities do we have in mind?
Etymological guidance from the word's root meanin yand-early
usage gives us the idea of curation as healing, and of the curator

as one who "has the care or charge of a person

"guardian" (OED). As the word has emerged in"Uie COLIex(s U1

Susan Bridie
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a distingtTisk and |
wong€r whether
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P.M. Monroy

| have to dissent
slightly from the
previous
commenter: it's
useful (prac ly as
well as strategicalbhs)

Jack Yi

The problem Fe is
surely the “dual
emphasis” this t&ym
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fundamental tensiin
between
protection”...




DHCuration Guide modeling choices

e XML > XSLT > HTML+CSS for

articles i

— One XML schema and one
XSLT stylesheet to rule them =
all (consistency,
convenience)

e Just HTML+CSS for back matter
(FAQ, Glossary)




