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Outline 

1.  What’s EMDA? 

2.  Curriculum highlights 
–  Critical approaches to digital tools 

–  Frictionless digital environments 

–  Addressable digital environments 

–  The million-volume view 

3.  What’s next? 



Intro 
Photo: Folger Shakespeare Library by Flickr user ncindc 



Early Modern Digital Agendas (EMDA) 

•  July 8–26, 2013 

•  Folger Shakespeare Library, D.C. 

•  Institutes for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities NEH grant 

•  20 participants 
16 visiting faculty 

•  #emda13  
(very active online conversation) 



Exploration 

Hailey’s collator Hinman collator 



Curriculum 
critical histories of digital tools 



Early English Books Online (EEBO) 

•  Mid–1920s: Short-Title Catalog (STC) 
•  Late 1930s: Eugene Power, UMI 
– Publication-on-demand » wartime preservation 

•  1998: EEBO launched 

•  Early? English? Books? Online? 

See: Mak, Bonnie. "Archaeology of a Digitization." Journal of the American Society 
for Information Science and Technology. Preprint (2013).  
http://courseweb.lis.illinois.edu/~bmak/Mak-Archaeology-JASIST.pdf  





“Where material book culture meets digital humanities” by Sarah Werner, April 2013 
http://sarahwerner.net/blog/index.php/2012/04/where-material-book-culture-meets-digital-humanities/ 

STC 23576, EEBO 



“Where material book culture meets digital humanities” by Sarah Werner, April 2013 
http://sarahwerner.net/blog/index.php/2012/04/where-material-book-culture-meets-digital-humanities/ 



Via http://whitneyannetrettien.com/whiki/
index.php?title=Scrapbook#EEBO_oddities 

STC 1210:06, EEBO 



STC 521:02, EEBO 

Via http://
whitneyannetrettien.com/whiki/
index.php?
title=Scrapbook#EEBO_oddities 



Curriculum 
frictionless digital environments 



A four-text edition of Shakspere’s Hamlet : 1. quarto 1, 1603 -- 2. quarto 2, 1604 -- 3. 
folio 1, 1623 -- 4. a revized text : in parallel columns (1883) 

Read online at http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/s/dg3447 



Variance indicated by typography! 



Hamnet name record for Teena Rochfort Smith: one title 



Hamnet record for A four-text edition... Rochfort Smith in title, but not linked name 



Curriculum 
addressable digital environments 



“I would argue that a text is a text because 
it is massively addressable at different 
levels of scale.” 

—Michael Witmore, 2010 
http://winedarksea.org/?p=926  



Text encoding 

•  Packing metadata into all parts of a text 
– Describe text structure or physical 

characteristics 

•  Example: EEBO Text Creation Partnership 
uses TEI standard of text encoding 



folgerdigitaltexts.org 







Curriculum 
the thousand-mile million-volume view 



“‘The Various Forms of Civilization Arranged in Chronological 
Strata’: Manipulating the Historical Thesaurus of the OED” 
Marc Alexander, HTOED 

http://www.academia.edu/215676/
_The_Various_Forms_of_Civilization_Arranged_in_Chronological_Strata_Manipulating_the_
Historical_Thesaurus_of_the_OED 



“‘The Various Forms of Civilization Arranged in Chronological 
Strata’: Manipulating the Historical Thesaurus of the OED” 
Marc Alexander, HTOED 

http://www.academia.edu/215676/
_The_Various_Forms_of_Civilization_Arranged_in_Chronological_Strata_Manipulating_the_
Historical_Thesaurus_of_the_OED 



Outcomes / continuings 



Thank you! 

Robin Camille Davis 
robdavis@jjay.cuny.edu 
@robincamille 


