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Drupal
Free & open source software

Drupal version 7

First installed 2012

Overall: very pleased



 Flexible content types
Workshop type 
● Title
● Description
● Date/time

Calendar view options
● Today’s workshop
● Next 10 workshops
● Workshops by title
● ...Etc. 



 Modules (plugins)

Date/timeQuicktabs

Views 
slideshow Date/time

Superfish 
menu



 Drupal content management 
Page content updates:

● Any librarian

—

Hours, workshop updates:

● Assistant to Chief 
Librarian

Maintenance & design: 

● Librarians
○ Website committee

● Part-time webmaster
● Systems manager
● Consultant (2012-13 to 

get off the ground)



 The time we were hacked

● Cloaked URLs 
invisible to humans

● Hacker used old 
account from 
previous employee

● Locked out within 
days

● Lessons learned: 
Constant vigilance! 
Careful permissions!



 The Drupal experience

Highly customizeable
Lots of control

Steep learning curve
Lots of fiddly bits



Git
“Track changes” for code 

Git is free, open source 
software

Often used with GitHub, a 
web-based hosting service 
(freemium)

Version control



 Git log
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The Git experience

Learning Git on the 
command line: 
weird but okay

New branches 
for new 
features: great!

Oh no!!!!! 
Everything 
broke!!!

ABORT 
ABORT

Now I know 
how to revert 
to previous 
versions

White 
screen of 
death!!!

Collaboration 
with coworkers: 
great!



Drupal + Git
GitHub remote repository

W
henever there’s a design or 

security update

Whenever I remember 
(monthly at most)



 Drupal + Git
Free, open source software means that we can maintain and 
fully control the Library website: content and code.

It also means that we are responsible for its security, 
reliability, design, and upkeep. 



Thank you!

Robin Camille Davis

Emerging Tech & Online 
Learning Librarian, 
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice

@robincamille
robdavis@jjay.cuny.edu 


